


There have been several changes to GCSE 
English Language and GCSE English Literature 
from September 2015.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/krviytuc/wjec-gcse-english-language-specification-2015-24-10-14-branded.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/ivcp2wsr/wjec_gcse_english_literature_-_specification_-for_teaching_from_2015_-_wales_only.pdf


▪ All exams are linear
▪ All exams are un-tiered
▪ There are two, two hour exams
▪ There is no written coursework element





There is no written coursework element of the 
qualification.

Unit 1 comprises two pieces of speaking and 
listening coursework:
▪ Individual research presentation
▪ Group discussion



The first exam is called Unit 2. Its focus is 
narrate, describe, expound.

▪ Reading section
▪ Series of short texts, [1] to [10] mark 

questions
▪ Editing & Proofreading tasks

▪ Series of short exercises
▪ Writing section

▪ Either a narrative/descriptive tasks or 
an expositionary essay



Unit 3 is the second exam. Its focus is argue, 
persuade, instruct.

▪ Reading section
▪ Series of short texts, [1] to [10] mark 

questions
▪ Writing section 

▪ Two responses, from either argue, 
persuade or instruct
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▪ Speak with your English teacher or Curriculum 
Leader

▪ Additional English sessions on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays

▪ Additional English sessions before exams, 
during holidays and weekends

▪ Caveat: WJEC textbooks vary in terms of 
usefulness 



▪ Contact your child’s English teacher or 
Curriculum Leader

▪ Discuss and consolidate learning from lessons
▪ Encourage reading





Curriculum Leader email:
reess60@hwbcymru.net

Twitter:
@gatwgenglish

Department Google Drive:
bit.ly/gatwgeng22
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