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Learning Journe




Our Learning Journeys are intended to give pupils and families
an overview of what they will be studying each term in the
different Areas of Learning Experience (AOLE’s). For each
subject you can find the skills the pupils will be developing and
the content they will be using to do this within the concept of
study. There will also be information about key assessments
during the term and how parents/carers can support pupils with
their learning. Further information about assessments can be
found in the assessment calendars. Parents and carers can use
these alongside pupil books to discuss what pupils are learning
and help support their progress.

Working in partnership is key to pupils realising their full
potential.

This Learning Journey is for the Spring Term, you will receive a
one for the Summer Term in due course.

We hope you all find these useful.
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Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

English — Year 8
Conflict

*  Studying literary writing helps pupils develop creativity and awareness of how language
shapes meaning.
*  Support at home by encouraging a love of literature to build reading and writing fluency.

Challenge yourself by studying Summative Assessment:

war poetry. Consider how a ‘real Reading: Poetry and Prose EXAM
life’ experience of war differs

form researched metafiction.

mmer
Term

Enhance speaking

skills by delivering a
Oracy: Persuasive Speech speech in role.

Develop a love
of literature
and increase

cultural capital

_______________ e by engaging in

| a range of class
discussions,

inspired by the
events in the
novel.

Build on your inference skills.
Use quotations from the text
to support perceptive insights.
Develop fluency in your
expression.

Reading: Impressions of
Grandma Wolf

Develop digital
skills by reading
and collating a
range of data
about WW1.

Writing: Newspaper article

. ‘Private
______ o e ] Peaceful’ by
Michael
Morpurgo
DIVERSION! . - michael morpurgo
Prepare for and Writing for audience and
complete purpose. Start to considgr o
National Reading nowllangliageiancitonelis pﬁeﬁ%ful
Tests adapted for varied effects. s

Spring Term
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Express’ve Arts - . By investigating the concept of communication, learners can explore the expressive arts to
developing artistic skills and knowledge. Learners will understand the creative process, learn
Year 8 how to evaluate artwork and experience how Art is used to communicate ideas and thoughts

through different means.
At home you can support learning by taking a trip to an art gallery, keeping a sketchbook at

o [ .
Comm un’ca tlon home and encourage drawing in it often. Learning a new craft or digital skill is also a

wonderful and creative activity to do together.
19 1S THERIVE

N&a B Final Communication Outcome
€ [ Protest Task

Thumbnail development

“ﬁi Literacy — Researching artwork. Creatively
analysing artists work and comparing their
work expressing themselves through image.

Development

. of best idea

Commurication of world events

ﬁ Response
B N to Artist

Task.

Communication through
image and symbols

Keith Haring and
lwan Bala artist

Red Love, passion, energy, res po nse. |
S Barbara Kruger Artist Response

5 Symbols to represent yourself

Happiness, joy, intellect,
Yellow creativity, caution

Harmony, growth, balance,
Green hope, prosperity, envy

Calmness, relaxation, trust,

Blue | - . e .
yalty, confidence, sadness e R T e ST
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P | Royalty, mystery, creativity, | H_',ﬂL.t L’z' D LN ‘
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Comfort, reliability, stability, o 2 Fﬂ"é
Brown warmth, dulness i %" %-"z: ;
. Purity, innocence, clarity, A el 2l A A
White goodness, cleanliness FTZ o
Wisdom, practicality, safety, Hy =z ( v
Gray boredom, maturity, sadness — Dﬁ,‘ "
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Llangatwg Community School

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Communication
— Year 8

Reasoning ......

At home you can help your child listen to different pieces of music

End of Term Tests

. . — Perform your Adverts Grou
Practice Adverts in Y P
advert and peer Performance .
groups Spnng
assess

Term

Literacy — Listento 4

different jingles and Literacy — make up the
identify musical script for your advert
features of each

In groups of 3 or 4 make
up your own advert with
music, script, jingle,
slogan etc

................. ALy

1

Make up the music and
script for the advert

To explore hpw music
inluences advertisers
messages

/

/
/

______ D e = === il | iteracy/DCF — make
up a slogan for your
advert, use IT to

Advert Themes Listening —
listen to 6 pieces of music
from adverts and complete
a table about each piece

Advert Themes problem
solving — work out the
advert theme in pairs

start devising your
advert

Adverts in
_______ Music
Literacy —
Match up the
e e e Research 8 reasons ‘Listen to a few Christmas ’ m
slogans why you have Jingles in adverts and guess which SSUBIVAYa '
Adverts shop is each advert
ME- M 2y
&
Ol Spice | GEICO.

Autumn Term
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FOOD STUDIES LEARNING JOURNEY jan

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

The main aim of this scheme of learning is to enable students to further develop their culinary skills and to be

FOOD Studies -— able to apply their understanding of food poisoning to ensure safe food products are produced in practical lessons
. It is important students understand how to apply nutrition principles and how to make healthier food choices
Year 8 .This scheme will build confidence when working in the kitchen to prepare and make a range of well-balanced

food products within the time allocated.
At home you can support learning by allowing your child to help cook different food items , wash up and clean the
kitchen environment. Watch cookery programs e.g. Bake off, Great British Menu for presentation ideas.

Practical —Baked Summative assessment — :
Bean Breakfast written test — nutrition Practical- _
Challenger /food choice and food Chocolate chip
poisoning cookies

Food Choice-Why is breakfast the DCF — written report on the
most important meal of the day? importance of breakfast.
. . Basic
Practical — American style Practical —Pick and Knife
fruit pancakes mix noodle stir fry Skill

Practical- Pizza

Numeracy — weighing and
measuring.

Practical —Bread
rolls (4)

Nutrients Cooking skills
written test and use of |
assessed equipment
Practical —Pasta
Pot
Literacy
- Reading —

NUTRITION Food Poisoning Mystery

poisoning

Practical = chicken Recap the 4 C’s Food Poisoning :What it is 2
nuggets, sweet potato Bacteria and Hygiene and how to avoid it.
wedges and coleslaw

Food Studies Rotation 9 weeks



HEALTH & WELLBEING LEARNING JOURNEY =

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

Yr 8 Health &
Wellbeing
- Reasons for taking
Part in Physical
Activity
- Peer Pressure

* Reasoning: We are learning this to develop general knowledge of physical health and
wellbeing that has lifelong benefits.

* At home you can help your child by encouraging them to bring their kit to lessons, take part in
physical activity inside and outside of school environment and encourage overall wellbeing.

Building confidence, how to
say NO and understanding
we are in control of our

own Body and Actions. Summer

Term

End of Topic Assessment.
Producing a script of a positive and
negative Peer Pressure Scene.

Act the scene out.

Practical Lesson

Discovering the short

and long term Understanding coping strategies that

Developing consequence of an can be used ;o heLp deal with Negative
knowledge o action that was EEr Fressure.
influenced by Peer
understanding Pressure.

further
'~

Topic
Introduction

S Explore Prior Knowledge. End of Topic Assessment.
. P B Producing a Poster advertising the
difference between . . .
) ) 0 benefits and importance of Physical
Negative and Understanding the definition of what Peer Activity
Positive Peer Pressure is. '
Pressure

Practical Experiment:

Exploring the short and long
Comparing how we feel physically &

focus point: Importance on term effect of being Activity. il s o
. . . entally in the classroom and in a
Understanding the. b_eneflts of Physical e o oUE e of i
Activity. classroom setting.

Topic
Introduction

Understanding the benefits of
Physical Activity on our:
- Mental Wellbeing
- Physical Wellbeing
- Social Wellbeing

Explore Prior Knowledge.

Spring Term



PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING JOURNEY

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

* Reasoning: We are learning this to develop basic skills, physical health and wellbeing that has

lifelong benefits.
* At home you can help your child by encouraging them to bring their kit to lessons, take part in

physical activity inside and outside of school environment.

Games & PE -
Year 8 Basic Skills

Multisports:
Coordination
Teambuilding
Balance
Agility
Game Tactics

Summer
Term

Developing of resilience and
personal effectiveness

Rugby Contact: Rugby Touch: Rugby: PE
Rules of the game Rules of the game Ball Familiarisation Girls: Multisports
; . .. Games
Tackling Attack Passing and Receiving .
Girls: Rugby (Touch and
Attack Defense .
Contact available)
Defense

; Lesson focus point: Knowledge
R and Understanding of Game
Rules and Regulations.

Basketball:

Dribbling - Control & ball height. ) )
Passing - Alternative type passes. Serving - Techm.que/ Control and accuracy.
Shooting - Target and Ley ups. Retu.rns - Technique/ Control and accuraFy.
Rules - Understanding the Rules of the game for both Singles & Doubles.

Attack - Player positioning/ Spacial o -
VIS, Teamwork - Communication (Playing Doubles).

Defence - Player positioning/ Spacial
Awareness.

Volleyball:

Practical Mid
Assessment

Development of critical
thinking and Decision
making.

Football:
Passing — Side Foot
Dribbling — control & turning

Fitness:
Understanding the importance of obtaining a physical
fitness and wellbeing.

Lesson focus

pOII‘Tt: Physical Ability to perform a range of exercises effectively. Passing and movement off the ball
theracy/ Understanding the relevance of specific exercises and Shogtmg
Attack/ outwitting an opponent

their purpose on the body.
Understanding the benefits of exercise on their
personal health.

_____ Cardiovascular
Endurance -

PE Games
Boys: Fitness Boys: Basketball

Girls: Volleyball Girls: Football

Defensive/ tackling techniques

Reaction Time

Spring Term
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GEOGRAPHY LEARNING JOURNEY an Community School

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

Humanities —_— * Investigating conflict can help learners develop an understanding of their responsibilities as
. citizens of Wales and the wider interconnected world, and of the importance of creating a just
Year 8 CoanlCt & and sustainable future for themselves and their local, national and global communities.

* At home you can support learning by reading over key terms and discussing concepts taught in
class. You could also discuss recent global events in the News.

DCEF - Use of internet to
investigate rates of
deforestation and impacts. To
begin to understand bias in
websites.

Palm oil and me? Ways in which
we use palm oil and the global
impacts

Summer
Term

Summative assessment
To evaluate the — Written report on To understand how plants
human uses of the deforestation in the and animals have
rainforest. Amazon and ways to adapted to the Equatorial
manage the impacts. climate

___________ Rainforest [P ) (£ S

To understand the human
and physical features of
Brazil.

To understand the ways
in which tribes use the
rainforest sustainably.

Numeracy — To |
Vel i o To understand the Graph /¥
i T resent data on b
Investigation pnati onal park conflicts that arise work i;
into a Welsh i i assessed
national park RS U S in National parks.

National

- - - . . . . . A L A mmm - - e o -

Parks
Literacy — Oracy ,
To describe the task to sort and What are the dlfferent
purpose of a national discuss conflicts types of conflict?
park and identify the in groups.

Welsh national parks

Spring Term



HISTORY LEARNING JOURNEY Llangatwg Community School

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

We are learning this to understand how power has changed over time and to understand how we

Humanities — as individuals have power in today’s world.
* At home you can support learning by reading over key terms and discussing concepts taught in
Year 8 class.
Conf[ict e At home you can support learning by linking concepts taught in class to your local area to

provide an authentic context for your child.

To understand how
WWII ended and
evaluate the impact of
the use of the atomic

Literacy/Numeracy - Extended Writing
‘How have the two major conflicts of the
twentieth century affected our conflicts

today?’

Summer
Term

T ain what Iif Literacy/DCF - Group To explore the rise of Adolf Hitler
0 explain what life was Presentation: and the Nazis in the 1930s and

like dl.Jring WWII (Blitz, ‘What factor caused the how multiple factors led to the
2.8 EXe) GeTnTeRts Second World War?’ start og rhe Second World War.
with WWI. :

Literacy - Create a To evaluate the legacy and founderstand what \
soldier’s letter home . e the Treaty of
lasting impact of the First Versailles is and how it _‘
fror'n Fhe trenche-s World War when it ends in affected Germany
explaining trench life. 1918 I
: after WWI.

/
‘L To explore what life
(B was like during WWI To develop an understanding of important events of the
twentieth century and to categorise them into differing
conflicts.

for both soldiers and
civilians (Weapons,
Trenches, Home Front,
Recruitment)

Literacy - Extended Writing:
To what extent was Franz To explain the long and To understand what

Ferdinand’s assassination the main short-term causes of conflict is and compare its

reason for the start of the First World | the First World War. various forms (Political,
War? Personal, Economic etc).

Spring Term



RVE LEARNING JOURNEY Llangatwg Community School

H .. v 3 Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?
umanities — Year When students explore different kinds of conflict and reconciliation — they start to understand
Conflict and themselves better and feel more responsible. This helps them become thoughtful and aware

ege ne members of their community.
Reconciliation .

Discussing at home, the value of respecting different opinions and the rights of others can
further support their understanding

DCF - - Formative assessment —
Create a leaflet using E.xplormg Filfferent Creativity: design || Conflict Test - Extended
Adobe Express to ideas of life after your own Versions || writing tasks / short
illustrate one of the SEfl of Heaven/Hell || answer questions Summer
temptations faced by
young people in the
modern world

Reconciliation- o Term
The Final I Sy .
Judgement

; . Assessment - GCSE
Personal Conflict / ther.ac ProblerTm Style - Explain the To explore the
Temptation solving — What if different Christian Catholic
: Jesus had chosen not views on the teachings about
| To explore how to die on the Cross? importance of the penance
\ Jesus was tempted Eucharist
AN

To understand that
- - - - - - - P | ‘ = Penance
the modern world is

full of temptations \

and resisting these is S Oracy / Debate = \\
ey - ‘A 1 .
What s the et Sl Forgiveness
What are the power of : G.ee Walker or? I
religious views non-violent Julie Nicholson : ) Isitreally
about war and protest ? /.  possible to
peace ? forgive
_. . RECONCILIATION B Compromise absolutely
rotest anything ?
Does ~ —
o Group work — . N
present findings P compromise v
about a Welsh war explore the work reallv work 2 = v
hero & a Welsh and impact of y ' f 1&
conscientious Martin Luther King \ /
objector

To be able to To be able to
understand a variety | Literacy —Key Words explore why
Literacy Discuss. of conflicts in our about Conflict, conflict happens
“War achieves s [Fres Reconciliation, Protest
nothing” - etc
Justify own opinion

Spring Term
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French

- Yea

Spring Term

Numeracy
Giving prices

r8

greater length.

pronunciation.

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help.

To build on previous knowledge of vocabulary and verbs in order to speak and write at

Encourage your child to practice and record themselves speaking to improve confidence and

DCF

Use of La Redoute to do
a shopping task within a

given budget

End of Term Tests

Role play and
writing

Asking and responding
to questions

Au magasin

\
\
\

Mon uniforme

idéal

Grammar
Complex opinion
phrases

Opinion of school
uniform

Les couleurs

on uniforme | ¢

o 2N [

Les
Descriptions

Grammar

colours

Agreement of

French
Pitstop —
Future
tense with
clothes

A

Que porteras-tu ce

week-end ? Talking

about what you
will wear

Term

Grammar
Future tense

Summer

Talking about what
other people are
wearing (3™
person)

_______

French —_————— -
clothes
vocabulary
Pitstop Grammar
Present tense
of porter

Qu’est ce que tu portes?
Talking about what you
wear

Spring Term

Use of weather
phrases for
description




Undertstanding that languages connect us and becoming an informed citizen of
Wales and the world.

Ask your child to talk to you about what they have learned and teach you
vocabulary and phrases. Support with vocabulary learning by testing and checking
knowledge

Cymraeg — Blwyddyn 8
Uned 2- Tymor 1

Summative
assessment — End
of topic
assessment.
(Teacher assessed)

Summer
Term

Learn how to conjugate 4 main
irregular past tense verbs.
(mynd / dod, cael a gwneud)

Revise strategy on
forming the past tense
(Stem + ending) Numeracy —
Timeline-
sequencing
events.

M O B S EE S S 4 B B B AN S B B B B e e e B e e .

Write about daily .
routines using 1° Pitstop
and 3™ person. (Yr Amser a Threfn
Ddyddiol

Use the soft mutation Introduce Daily Routine
after ‘Mae hi'n /am/ i’ verbs

Numeracy —
L::Zilli:}g To tell the time Differentiate between
Sequencin confidently showing formal and informal 4
< . g understanding of wedi numbers. ‘
activities /i i

Spring Term
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MATHS LEARNING JOURNEY Llangatwg Community School

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Maths and Numeracy

Reasoning about the sizes and properties of shapes and their surrounding spaces helps

— Year 8 Foundation learners to make sense of the physical world and of mathematical shapes.
[
At home you can help your child complete their Sparx Maths homework
Find factors, multiples, End of Term Tests
HCF and LCM Learners to be able to round numbers to

any decimal places & significant figures

Spring
Term

Number -
Number | Percentages
Understand what a square and Calculate basic percentages of an amount
cube number is with & without a calculator

. : : Percentage increase and decrease
Divide into a given ratio

Number - _-

© - > :
7;@ mggmg/ 7§

Ratio
Simplify ) : : \
ratios Literacy — Express ratios using the || Add and subtract decimals [
worded correct notation i :
: . Fractions of a
problems Multiply and divide .
: quantity
decimals .

Number — Fractions
& Decimals Yubuhuia

_ | Add and subtract fractions by
Function Machines Shading fractions making the denominator the same
Equivalent fractions

Basic inequalities Simplify fractions Multiply and divide fractions

Algebra
Pitstop

. Algebra
Solve equations Simplify expressions
including those What is algebra?
where the solution Substitute positive and negative whole
is a whole number numbers into one and two step Difference between
expressions expression & equation?

Spring Term



MATHS LEARNING JOURNEY

Llangatwg Community School

Maths and Numeracy
— Year 8 Intermediate

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Reasoning about the sizes and properties of shapes and their surrounding spaces helps
learners to make sense of the physical world and of mathematical shapes.

At home you can help your child complete their Sparx Maths homework

Learners to be able to
find factors, HCF and
LCM

End of Term Tests

Learners to be able to round numbers to
any decimal places & significant figures

Spring

Number

Term

Number -
Percentages

Use the term cube, cube root and reciprocal &
express cube numbers using powers

Calculate a percentage of an amount
with & without a calculator.

Percentage increase and decrease

Divide into a given ratio
& Inverse Ratio

(calculations relating to VAT, saving
and borrowing)

Simplify . _ e

ratios Literacy — Express ratios using the ecimals

including worded correct notation Fractions of a .

those given problems quantity Multiply and
divide

in different _

units decimals

Number -
Ratio Add and

) subtract

4
/

Number — Fractions

& Decimals W i Add and subtract
fractions

Algebra Function Machines : )

Pitstop Equivalent fractions Multiply and
GCSE Basic inequalities o , divide fractions

: Simplify fractions

guestions
Question Algebra
bank

Solve equations
including those
where the solution
is @ negative or a
fraction.

Simplify expiessions

What is algebra?
Substitute positive and negative whole

numbers into one and two step Difference between

expressions expression & equation?

Spring Term



MATHS LEARNING JOURNEY Llangatwg Community School

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Maths and Numeracy

Reasoning about the sizes and properties of shapes and their surrounding spaces helps

— Year 8 Foundation learners to make sense of the physical world and of mathematical shapes.
[
At home you can help your child complete their Sparx Maths homework
Find factors, multiples, End of Term Tests
HCF and LCM Learners to be able to round numbers to

any decimal places & significant figures

Spring
Term

Number -
Number | Percentages
Understand what a square and Calculate basic percentages of an amount
cube number is with & without a calculator

. : : Percentage increase and decrease
Divide into a given ratio

Number - _-

© - > :
7;@ mggmg/ 7§

Ratio
Simplify ) : : \
ratios Literacy — Express ratios using the || Add and subtract decimals [
worded correct notation i :
: . Fractions of a
problems Multiply and divide .
: quantity
decimals .

Number — Fractions
& Decimals Yubuhuia

_ | Add and subtract fractions by
Function Machines Shading fractions making the denominator the same
Equivalent fractions

Basic inequalities Simplify fractions Multiply and divide fractions

Algebra
Pitstop

. Algebra
Solve equations Simplify expressions
including those What is algebra?
where the solution Substitute positive and negative whole
is a whole number numbers into one and two step Difference between
expressions expression & equation?

Spring Term
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Self

Digital Passport Pupil Review Assessment

Summer
Term

Block Based Coding, Loops, Micro:bit /Block
Variables, If/Else/While based coding Block Coding
statements, Logic, Advanced Assessment

/
/

/
/

———————————————————————— Essential digital literacy skills
related to the DCF and skills
related to year 8 schemes of
work across the curriculum.

Spreadsheet

Modelling Advanced Digital Passport Silver - Intro

Spreadsheet dvanced formulae, Advanced
Assessment E functions, formatting,
modelling for more complex — @

scenarios.

Year 8 - Spring Term



SCIENCE LEARNING JOURNEY  tlangatwg Community School

. . Improving
Science — Year 8 Reactions Scientific Looking at scientific methods to investigate the factors
method affecting the rate of photosynthesis, drawing a graph
writing and using data and describing and explaining relationships
. . between variables .
reading skills Improving
Building upon

Reactions in Year 9

and ready for GCSE numeracy

& | ittt ------- - IR

Improving Reactivating
Confidence Grid : . photosynthesis as a
Y& Reactions Learning what a catalyst is, readmg skills chemical reaction and
o |o | reactivating prior learning the factors
knowledge on enzymes and affecting the rate of
building upon it photosynthesis

Drawing a graph to show

Improvin
b & the effect of concentration

Scientific on the speed of a chemical Impbrovin

method Learning how surface area reaction and describing and P & _ _
erting and affects the SPEEd of a exp|aining re|ationships numeracy Learnlng how concentration
reading skills chemical reaction between variables Il = affects the speed of a

chemical reaction

PROUD. my wor

= . .
erseverance Learning about the particle Investigating how I .
Resporided fo fesdback theory and how chemical tempdera:cturehaffgctsl, the mproving
Over and above reactions happen spee . otachemica pra Ctical
reaction
Understood next steps Sk| I IS

Developed skills

N I EEE B S S S B S S S B B B S B e e . .

Ve
/

4
/

Improving Reactivate prior knowledge
practical on acids and alkalis

skills

Learning about the

Reactivity Series and how

metals react with an acid Understand how to conduct
a Titration experiment



TECHNOLOGY LEARNING Llangatwg Community HE

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can
help
Being part of a user-centred design process will encourage them to use

creativity to develop ideas, manage and mitigate risks, and minimise
complexities

YEAR 8

Assessment A Assessment B A s
i | can combine ety
I can Use prototyplng | can select and safely use
techniques to test ideas component parts,

specialist tools and
techniques in order to
develop and construct my
outcomes.

materials and processes
to achieve functionality
and improve the
effectiveness of my
outcome.

and support my making.

Assessment A Assessment B Assessment C
| can creatively respond to | can use design | can adopt an iterative
the needs and wants of the communication process to improve my
user, based on the context methods to develop design proposals, while
and on the information and present ideas, minimising their negative
collected and respond to impact on the
feedback. environment and society.
NUMERACY NUMERACY NUMERACY
-Circle Properties -Units of -NETS
-Measuring measurement Running totals

X,Y,Z Axis -Scale

Tea Light
Animal Light holder Organiser

4 ROTATION
Food
Construction
CAD/CAM
Engineering




