
Year 9 
Spring Term 2025-26

Learning Journey



Our Learning Journeys are intended to give pupils and families 
an overview of what they will be studying each term in the 
different Areas of Learning Experience (AOLE’s). For each 
subject you can find the skills the pupils will be developing and 
the content they will be using to do this within the concept of 
study. There will also be information about key assessments 
during the term and how parents/carers can support pupils with 
their learning. Further information about assessments can be 
found in the assessment calendars. Parents and carers can use 
these alongside pupil books to discuss what pupils are learning 
and help support their progress.

Working in partnership is key to pupils realising their full 
potential. 

This Learning Journey is for the Spring Term, you will receive 
another one for the Summer Term in due course. 

We hope you all find these useful.



English & 

Literacy
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English – Year 9
Society

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

Consider how setting creates mood and tension.
Use precise vocabulary, imagery, and varied 

sentence structures to reflect danger, control, or 
contrast between wealth and poverty.

Analyse language choices and techniques to show 
how settings reflect power, inequality, and control.
Use quotations to support your ideas and explain the 
effect on the reader. Begin to develop exam 
technique.

Develop a love of literature and increase cultural capital by engaging in a range of class 
discussions, inspired by the events and themes in the novel.

‘The Hunger 
Games’ by 

Suzanne Collins

Summer 
Term

• Studying literary writing helps pupils develop creativity and awareness of how language 
shapes meaning.

• Support at home by encouraging a love of literature to build reading and writing fluency.

Develop digital skills and 
critical thinking by 
considering how 

information can be shaped 
to entertain, control, or 

persuade audiences.Writing: Descriptive

Enhance speaking and listening 
skills by completing a formal 

group discussion. Develop skills 
to move conversations forward 

and politely challenge the 
views of other

Reading: How

DIVERSION!
Prepare for and 

complete 
National Reading 

Tests.

Oracy: Discussion
Summative Assessment: 

EXAM
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Expressive Arts –
 Year 9

Identity

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START
Introduction to 

Identity & 

Summative Assessment. Final 
A3 Mixed Media Portrait.

Skills: Independent 
development, composition, 

refinement.

Focus: Planning and creating a final 

artwork representing personal 

identity. Students choose their 

preferred medium. 

Numeracy – 
Proportions. 

Literacy  – Researching 
artwork. Creatively 

analysing artists work 
and comparing their 

work.

GCSE 
Options

• Pupils will investigate the theme of identity through self-reflection, observational drawing, experimentation with 
different materials, and use of photography. They’ll consider personal, cultural, and social aspects of identity and 
will learn to express these ideas visually using a range of materials and techniques.

• At home you can support learning by taking a trip to an art gallery, keeping a sketchbook at home and encourage 
drawing in it often. Learning a new craft or digital skill is also a wonderful and creative activity to do together.

Task: Lettering Task. Identity Doodle.

Expressive Drawing and Oil Pastel 
Techniques. Observational Drawing

Artist Outcome inspired by 
Boris Nzebo.

Task: Create an 
expressive 
self-portrait in 
oil pastel 
showing 
emotion or 
inner identity.

Skills: Observational drawing using 

pencil/charcoal from mirrors or photographs.

 Take a series of photographs that explore 

aspects of your identity. Photographer 

reference: Alana Dee Haynes, Brno Del Zou.

Photography 

Collage 

portrait 

task.

Painting

Painting exploration, 
Artist reference - 

Julian Opie, 
Jean-Michel Basquiat.

ART AND DESIGN  LEARNING JOURNEY
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Evolution of Music
Dance Music

 – Year 9

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Reasoning ……

At home you can help your child listen to different pieces of music 

START

‘Listen to a few Dance 
music tracks and just jot 
down musical elements 

about each

Answer questions on 
Dance Music and when 

it evolved

Dance Music Listening – 
Assessed piece of work 

Complete a Listening on 6 
different dance tracks

Compose your own 
Dance loop after 
listening to some 

examples

Dance Muisc

In pairs take a pop track you 
like in the charts and turn it 

into a dance piece by 
adding Drum machine etc.

Compare and Contrast 
Dance music from the 

1990s to 2010 – how has it 
evolved over the decades

Literacy – 
Match up the 

Dance key 
words e.g. 
Looping to 

the meaning

Literacy – Match 
up Dance key 

words to decades

Numeracy – Answer the 
numeracy questions about BPM 

of different Dance tracks 
through the decades

Summer 
Term

Practice Dance 
track

End of Term Tests 
– Perform your 
Dance track and 

peer assess

Dance track 
Performance
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Wellbeing



Food Studies Rotation 9  weeks

Llangatwg Community SchoolFOOD  STUDIES LEARNING JOURNEY
Simply drag a pin to 

add it to your journey

PIN BANK

Why not

CAR PARK

The red box:
These road work boxes can be used to 
highlight a particular task, or link parts of the 
journey to the national curriculum.
Just copy and paste when needed and drag to 
map position, editing position of pin if 
necessary. Type over this text.

The red box:
These road work boxes can be used to 
highlight a particular task, or link parts of the 
journey to the national curriculum.
Just copy and paste when needed and drag to 
map position, editing position of pin if 
necessary. Type over this text.

HEADING HEADING

HEADING

FOOD Studies – Exploit
 Year 9 Waste Not Want Not

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

Nutrition through 
life- Nutritional 

needs of different 
life stages

Food Poisoning Recap: 
Mystery at the Fox and 

Hounds

Recap 
nutrients/function and 

source 

Single Practical – 
Macaroni cheese – 

Roux sauce

Nutrients 
written test 

assessed

Food 
poisoning

Summative assessment – 
written test – Nutrition 
/Food Sustainability and 

Food Waste

Literacy written guide  
–How to reduce food 

waste

Numeracy – weighing and 
measuring. 

DCF – Time plan production 
-ordering 

Culinary skills

• The main aim of this scheme of learning is to provide pupils with practical skills to produce a variety of dishes 
being mindful of the nutritional needs of individuals and how to reduce food waste and be more mindful of 
where  and how our food gets to us.

• At home you can support learning by allowing your child to help cook different food items , wash up and clean the 
kitchen environment. Watch cookery programs e.g. Bake off, Great British Menu for presentation ideas.

Double Practical –Raid 
the fridge Ragu ( how to 

use leftovers to avoid 
food waste)

Pasta and garlic bread

Double Practical – 
Curry Rice and 

naan bread

Single Practical 
– Banana – Fair 
Trade challenge

Food 
Sustainability/food 

miles /Fair trade

Double Practical – Chocolate   
cake or Victoria sandwich

Ready Steady cook- 
Single Practical – 

leftover challenge 
Burrito

Double 
Practical- 

Welsh cakes

Food Waste
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Yr 9 Health & 
Wellbeing

- Cyber Bullying 
- Relationship 

Building

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

Topic 
Introduction

Cyberbullying Topic 
Introduction

End of Topic Assessment.
Producing a poster highlighting the 

dangers and consequences of 
Cyberbullying.

Summer 
Term

Developing 
knowledge and 
understanding 

further.

• Reasoning: We are learning this to develop general knowledge of  physical health and 
wellbeing that has lifelong benefits.

• At home you can help your child by encouraging them to bring their kit to lessons, take part in 
physical activity inside and outside of school environment and encourage overall wellbeing.

Exploring the impact bullying 
and Cyberbullying can have on 

an individual.

Relationship Building

Developing knowledge of what actions 
are required when cyberbullying is taking 

place. 

Understanding appropriate 
ways to respond to hurtful 

and discriminatory comments 
online. 

focus point: Importance on 
Understanding dangers and 

consequences.

Practical Lesson

Practical Lesson

Explore Prior Knowledge. 

Producing a School 
Anti-Bullying Policy. 

Explore Prior Knowledge.Understanding 
what different 

relationships mean 
to you and how 
that individual 

affects you.

End of Topic Assessment. 
Producing a poster Promoting what 
a Positive Relationship should look 

like and highlighting what a 
Negative Relationship looks like.

Understanding coping strategies that 
can be used to help deal with Negative 

Peer Pressure.

Exploring all the 
relationships individuals 
may have with different 

people and what they may 
look like.

Exploring characteristics 
and traits of a positive and 

negative relationship.

Developing knowledge of 
what actions can take place 
in order to help someone 
experiencing a negative 

relationship. 

HEALTH & WELLBEING LEARNING JOURNEY
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Games & PE –
 Year 9 Basic Skills

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

Lesson focus point: Knowledge 
and Understanding of Game 

Rules and Regulations.

Games
Boys: Basketball 
Girls: Football 

PE
Boys: Fitness

Girls: Volleyball 

Cardiovascular 
Endurance 

Practical Summative 
assessment

Summer 
Term

Lesson focus 
point: Physical 

Literacy/ 
Reaction Time 

Development of critical 
thinking and Decision 

making.

• Reasoning: We are learning this to develop basic skills, physical health and wellbeing that has 
lifelong benefits.

• At home you can help your child by encouraging them to bring their kit to lessons, take part in 
physical activity inside and outside of school environment. 

Developing of resilience and 
personal effectiveness 

Basketball: 
Dribbling - Control & ball height.
Passing - Alternative type passes.

Shooting - Target and Ley ups. 
Attack - Player positioning/ Spacial 

awareness. 
Defence - Player positioning/ Spacial 

Awareness.

Football: 
Passing – Side Foot

Dribbling – control & turning
Passing and movement off the ball

Shooting 
Attack/ outwitting an opponent
Defensive/ tackling techniques

Practical Mid  
Assessment

Rugby: 
Ball Familiarisation 

Passing and Receiving
 

Fitness: 
Understanding the importance of obtaining a physical 

fitness and wellbeing. 
Ability to perform a range of exercises effectively.

Understanding the relevance of specific exercises and 
their purpose on the body. 

Understanding the benefits of exercise on their 
personal health.

Volleyball:
Serving - Technique/ Control and accuracy. 
Returns - Technique/ Control and accuracy.

Rules - Understanding the Rules of the game for both Singles & Doubles. 
Teamwork - Communication (Playing Doubles).

Multisports: 
 Coordination
 Teambuilding 

Balance 
Agility 

Game Tactics 

Games
Girls: Rugby (Touch and 

Contact available)

PE 
Girls: Multisports

Rugby Touch:
Rules of the game

Attack 
Defense 

Rugby Contact:
Rules of the game 

Tackling 
Attack

Defense 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING JOURNEY
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Humanities –
 Year 9 

Change 2

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

Climate Change

To be able to describe the 
structure of the Earth.

Problem solving 
activity -  Identify and 
describe the four plate 
boundaries. 

To be able to 
investigate 
Wegener’s 

Theory and the 
evidence.

To understand the 
causes and impacts 

of earthquakes.

Graph 
work 

assessed

Tectonics

GCSE question 
–How conclusive is 

the evidence?
Extended writing 

assessment.

Analysis of map and 
satellite images to 

describe and explain 
impacts of a tsunami. 

To understand the impacts 
of climate change on 

Wales and low income 
countries

Is climate change 
natural or 

man-made?

Literacy – To 
write three 
paragraphs 

justifying the 
best pieces of 

evidence.

Numeracy – Use 
real life context 

data to construct 
appropriate graphs 

on magnitude.

Summer 
Term

Literacy – Reading task to 
summarise key points into 

a table.

Earthquakes & 
tsunamis

• Nurturing curiosity can help learners understand and appreciate how and why places, landscapes 
and environments in their locality and elsewhere in Wales, as well as in the wider world, are 
changing. This in turn will enable learners to identify what makes places and spaces distinct.

• At home you can support learning by reading over key terms and discussing concepts taught in 
class. You could also discuss recent global events in the News. 

To investigate the 
evidence for climate 
change including ice 

cores and rising sea levels

To investigate 
ways to reduce 

the impacts.

GEOGRAPHY LEARNING JOURNEY
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Humanities –
 Year 9- Events 
that Shocked 

the World

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

To investigate what 
happened to the Titanic 

and who was to blame for 
its sinking.

To explore the reasons 
for the Holocaust 
taking place and its 
legacy after WWII.

To analyse the events of 
the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy and its impact on 

the USA and the world.

Events that 
Shocked the 

World

 To research the Cold 
War and the 

heightened tensions 
that occurred 

worldwide.

To explore the events that led to 
Princess Diana’s death.

To understand the lasting 
impact of the September 

11th, 2001 terrorist 
attacks.

Literacy- Group 
Presentation

‘Who was to blame for the 
sinking of the Titanic?’

Summer 
Term

DCF - Analyse the theories behind 
Princess Diana’s death and determine 
whether her death was an accident or 

planned.

DCF - Research the key 
events of the Cold War and 
evaluate their importance.

By investigating change, 
• At home you can support learning by reading over key terms and discussing concepts taught in 

class. 

To explore changes in 
culture in the 20th century, 
including in music, film and 

fashion.

Literacy/Numeracy - 
Compare and contrast the 

changes in British life 
through the decades of 
the twentieth century.
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Humanities –
 Year 9 

‘Holocaust – an Event that 
Changed the World’ 

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help?

START

Nuremberg Laws

To reflect on the 
different types of 

Jews

To review the 
reasons for historic 
Jewish migration 

Explore the main reasons 
why the Jews have been 

targeted in history

Analyse the impact 
of the Nuremburg 

Laws on Jewish 
communities.   

Anti-Semitism 

Summative 
assessment 
–Empathy / 

extended writing -  
Holocaust Diary

Investigate the 
conditions 

experienced in the 
Jewish Ghettos

Explore the impact of 
the Holocaust on 

individuals, countries 
and the world

Numeracy – 
Construct and 

analyse time-line 
for main events of 

the Holocaust 

Numeracy  – 
analyse data 

about 
resettlement 
programme 

Summer 
Term

Diaspora

Ghettos

• Nurturing curiosity can help learners understand and appreciate themes of diversity, human 
rights, tolerance, empathy, and standing up against injustice. We encourage open conversations 
where pupils feel comfortable asking questions such as “What can we learn from this event to 
prevent it happening again and evaluate its’ impact on our own world. At home you can support 
learning by reading over key terms and discussing concepts taught in class. You could also discuss 
recent global events in the News. 

Explore the Jewish 
approach to Memorials 

– Yad Vashem / Yom 
Hashoah  

Literacy – “Kristallnacht was 
the start of the Holocaust for 
Jews” discuss – extended 
writing evaluation question 

Group work - Analyse Holocaust memorials 
around the world / evaluate existing plan 

for UK Holocaust Memorial /  design a 
Holocaust Memorial for the UK / Wales

Who are the 
Jews?

Camps

Explore the 
experiences of 
the Jews in the 
concentration 

camp 

DCF / Group work - research 
& present about someone 

who helped the Jews 

Memorialism  

Literacy
Learn Key words 

specific to the 

Holocaust  – 

Kristallnacht
Transportations

Liberation 

Literacy – Write 
a letter from an 
eyewitness from 
Landsberg Camp 

Identify the 
other victims 
of the Nazis 

Righteous Gentiles 
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Cymraeg  – Blwyddyn 9
 Bwyd a Bwyta’n iach

START

Introduce Varying foods 
and drinks- Using 

verbs/nouns accurately in 
context.

Express an opinion- Use a  variety of 
sentence patterns in both positive and 
negative to express an opinion. 

Use 3rd person sentences.

Introduce vocabulary on 
Healthy/Unhealthy Eating 

Habits. Differentiate 
between both food 

groups.

 Creativity
Design a 

menu for a 
venue of 
choice in 
Wales. 

Summative assessment – 
End of topic assessment.

(Teacher assessed)

Introduce the past 
tense and explain how 

it’s formed.

Numeracy – 
Look at the 

menu 
numeracy to 
work out the 
calculations 

of the cost of 
varying 
orders.

DCF – Flowchart on 
food

Spring 
Term

Undertstanding that languages connect us and becoming an informed citizen of 
Wales and the world. 
Ask your child to talk to you about what they have learned and teach you 
vocabulary and phrases. Support with vocabulary learning by testing and checking 
knowledge

Use positive and 
negative adjectives to 
support opinions with 
adverbs.

Pitstop
(Trivial Pursuit)

Use and recognise soft mutation 
after”hoff”

Introducethe 
Conditonal Tense

Research the impact of different 
food groups on their 

body.Discuss negative effects of 
eating unhealthily.

Complete the Speaking task 
based on the Siocled 

video.Doscuss the content and 
look at what is Fairtrade and ir’s 

impact on people.

TAITH DDYSGU CYMRAEG
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Maths and Numeracy
 – Year 9 Foundation

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Reasoning about the sizes and properties of shapes and their surrounding spaces helps 
learners to make sense of the physical world and of mathematical shapes.

At home you can help your child complete their Sparx Maths homework 

START

Geometry

Solving equations Expand brackets

Simplifying algebra

Sequences and 
patterns 

Angle 
Pitstop

Algebra

End of Term Tests

Coordinates 

Drawing angles

Measuring angles
Timetables 

Naming 2D and 
3D shapes

Angles in 
shapes

Reflection  

Literacy – 
Form 

expressions 
with words 

Summer 
Term

Time – 
analogue and 

digital

Timezones 

Symmetry 

Algebra 
Pitstop

Geometry

Time 
Pitstop

MATHS LEARNING JOURNEY
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Maths and Numeracy
 – Year 9 Higher

Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can help

Reasoning about the sizes and properties of shapes and their surrounding spaces helps 
learners to make sense of the physical world and of mathematical shapes.

At home you can help your child complete their Sparx Maths homework 

START

Geometry

Solving inequalities Factorise linear and 
quadratic expressions

Change the subject of an 
equation

Sequences and nth 
term

Angle 
Pitstop

Algebra

End of Term Tests

Coordinates – 
straight line graphs

Rules of angles

Interior and exterior 
angles

Reflection

Midpoints of lines 

Angles in 
polygons

Translation 

Literacy – 
Form 

expressions 
with words 

Spring 
Term

Symmetry 

Rotation

Enlargement

Algebra 
Pitstop

Geometry

MATHS LEARNING JOURNEY
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START

Summer 
Term

Self
Assessment

Game Maker 
Coding

Assessment

Coding/AI
Assessment

Digital Passport Pupil Review

Coding in Game 
Maker

Desktop Publishing 
using Adobe Express

Coding constructs, coding 
etiquette, syntax errors, 

Testing AI modules

Creative, technical and 

communication skills

Essential digital literacy skills 
related to the DCF and skills 
related to year 9 schemes of 
work across the curriculum.

Digital Passport Gold - Intro

Coding and AI
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Building upon 
Discovery ready for 
Year 9 and ready for 
GCSE ‘The Sciences’

START

Science – Year 9 Reactions

Improving 
Literacy skills

Part 1 – Introduction to Electricity.
You will start to what electricity is and 
why we use symbols to represent 
electrical circuits.

Part 2 – Parallel and Series Circuits.
You will be learning how constructing circuits can 
have a massive difference on the current and 
voltage.

Improving 
Numeracy 

skills

Part 3 – Conductors and 
Insulators.

You will investigate 
which materials conduct 
electricity and which 
don’t

Improving 
Numeracy 

skills

Part 3 – Fossil Fuels
You will learn about how fossil 
fuels are used to produce 
electricity and consider to pros 
and cons of this method.

Why are we learning this?
Learning about this topic help us to understand how Electricity is 
generated, how it works and what are the alternatives to generating 
electricity. Jobs this links to are electrical engineer, electrician and 
power plant worker.

Improving 
Numeracy 

skills

Part 4 – Power Stations
You will be learning how power 
stations produce electricity and 
consider each part of the 
process.

Part 5 – Renewable Energy
You will be learning 

alternative methods to 
generate electricity and how 

they work.

Part 7 - Efficiency
You will be learning how 

we can calculate the 
efficiency of the electricity 

generation process.
Improving 
Numeracy 

skills

Improving 
Literacy skills

Part 9  -  The National Grid
We will be learning how we 

transport electricity around the 
country

Part 10 – Energy, work and power
We will be starting to look at 

equations which use electricity and 
start to answer calculations

Part 11 – Topic Revision
A revision lesson to 
support you for the 

upcoming test.

Part 6 – Solar Cells
You will be learning about 
solar cells In further detail. 
Can they work in Wales?

Improving 
Numeracy 

skills

Improving 
Literacy 

skills



Assessment A
I can evaluate and apply 

responsible habits of working 
which consider environmental 

and societal impacts.

Assessment B
I can use my 

making skills and knowl
edge of materials to 
produce high-quality 

and effective outcomes.

NUMERAC
-Measuring
X,Y,Z Axis

-Units 
ofmeasurement

 -Scale 

Oracy Skills
Instructional 

writing
Evaluating 

skills 

NUMERACY
-NETS

Running totals
Reading Drawings

Conversions

Llangatwg Community 
School

Construction
Product Design

Engineering

    YEAR 9 Why are we learning this and how can parents/carers can 
help
When engineering products, services and systems, they will need to understand and control the 
interactions between materials, structures, components and users. The application of engineering 
processes allows learners to develop accuracy, precision, dexterity and craftsmanship. By designing and 
engineering outcomes in response to needs and wants, learners can become enterprising problem 
solvers

Assessment A
I can use a variety of design 
communication methods and 
techniques to develop and 
present ideas clearly, and can 
respond constructively to 
feedback. 

Assessment B
I can use design 
communication 

methods to develop 
and present ideas, 

and respond to 
feedback.
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